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SUBJECT: PHILIPPINE CANDIDACY FOR ECOSOC COMMISSION ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS 

1 . EMBASSY HAS RECEIVED FA NOTE NO. 398-77 REQUESTING US 
SUPPORT FOR PHILIPPINE CANDIDACY TO THE COMMISSION ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS AT ELECTIONS TO BE HELD DURING 62ND SESSION OF 
ECOSOC. NOTE STATES THAT HIS CANDIDACY WAS ANNOUNCED TO 
THE ASIAN GROUP JANUARY 10. 

2. FOLLOWING IS SUBSTANTIVE PORTION OF DFA NOTE ARGUING 
FOR US GOVERNMENT SUPPORT: "THE PHILIPPINES SHOULD BE GIVEN 
A CHANCE TO SERVE AGAIN IN THE COMMISSION, ITS LAST TERM 
HAVING ENDED IN 1973. DURING ITS MEMBERSHIP THE PHILIPPINES 
TOOK VARIOUS INITIATIVES IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
PARTICIPATED CONSTRUCTIVELY IN THE FORMULATION OF IMPORTANT 
POLICY DECISIONS. MOREOVER. THERE IS NO EAST ASIAN COUNTRY 
REPRESENTED IN THE COMMISSION AT PRESENT." 

3. EMBASSY WILL ACKNOWLEDGE NOTE AND INFORM DFA THAT MATTER 
HAS BEEN REFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT. 
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